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Michigan Constitution Article I, Sec. 5

Every person may freely speak, write, express and publish his views on all subjects,
being responsible for the abuse of such right: and no law shall be enacted to restrain or
abridge the liberty of speech or of the press.

JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 1997

AFFILIATE LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE SET TO GO

The Libertarian Party of Michigan's 1997
Winter Affiliate Leadership Conference will
be held on Saturday, February 8 at Pines
Country House, 1730 E. Main (M-21), Owosso.
The event will run from 1:00 PM to 5:15 PM.

The conference will feature a presentation
by Ken Bisson, MD, the LP Region 3 NATCOM
representative on "Proven Tools for Liber-
tarian Activists." Ken has been active in
the LP since 1985 and helped Marshall Fritz
found the Advocates for Self-Government in
1985. He later became Board Chairman of
that organization and was active in train-
ing libertarians in the out reach methods
of the Advocates.

Roundtable discussion groups will follow
covering such topics as chairing a local
party, special events, planning, publicity
and promotion, candidates, campaigns and
elections, newsletters, membership, treas-
urers, and college libertarians groups.

These leadership conferences have proven to
be very valuable and local leaders should
encourage those in their groups who are
responsible for these activities to attend.

Owosso is directly west of Flint. The Pines
is just east of the city limits on M-21 on
the south side of the road. Call Stacy Van
Oast at 810-784-8783 or stacy@vanoast.agn.
net or try http://www.coast.net/ lpm/ for
more information and directions. Don't miss
this opportunity to learn more about local
organizing and administration.

SAM ADAMS DINNER ANNOUNCED

The Libertarian Party of Washtenaw County
is now taking reservations for its third
annual Sam Adams Dinner. The event will be
held on Saturday, March 8, at the Heidel-
berg Restaurant in Ann Arbor. The evening
begins with a social hour at 6 PM followed
by a buffet dinner and program. The fea-
tured speaker will be Jacob Hornberger,
president of the Future of Freedom Founda-
tion, an educational foundation based in
Fairfax, Virginia. Mr. Hornberger made an
extraordinary impression as the keynote
speaker at the National Libertarian Party
1996 Convention in Washington, D.C. last
July.

The Libertarian Party of Washtenaw County's
dinner honors the Patriot Samuel Adams,
renowned as a firebrand of the American
Revolution and signer of the Declaration

of Independence. See page 10 for more
information and the reservation form.

LOCAL MEMBERSHIP

The new membership program of tha Libertar-
ian Party provides for unified membership
in both the state and naticnal crganiza-
tions, whether you enrcll at one level or
the other. However, please remember that
the Natiocal LP cannot process membership in
local affiliates. To join a local affiliate
you need to contact it directly (see Direc-
tory on Page 2 for your contact.) Renewals
of local membership are done by the local
affiliate prior to expiration.
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FROM THE CHAIR
By Emily Hopp Salvette

Libertarian activists often call me with
questions about handling the news media.
Because news coverage is critical to the
success of affiliates and candidates, I'd
like to share a few thoughts distilled from
my own and others' experience. The mechan-
ics of media work are fairly easy. A book
from your local library can tell you how to
develop a media list, write a news release,
or conduct a press conference. More diffi-
cult is developing good working relations
with reporters which can lead to better
coverage for your Libertarian activities.

There are two important points to keep in
mind. First, please believe that there is
no media conspiracy to ignore or demean
Libertarians. Really. They are just busi-
nesses trying to make a buck by delivering
news their customers want to know about.
Your campaign or event will be covered if
it is of interest to the viewers/readers/
listeners in your community. Second, re-
member that news reporters are human be-
ings which means they are more likely to
listen to people they know, and they would
rather get to know people who are friendly
and helpful.

With these points in mind, here are a few
things to do. Get to know the reporters in
your area who cover local politics. Try to
establish a rapport with them. They are
your allies in getting information out, not
your enemies, so be friendly and helpful
whenever you speak to them. When you send a
news release make sure it's short and well
written. It makes their job easier if they
can use material without much re-writing.
Make sure the person listed a "contact" on
your release is actually available to take
calls (not the guy who is leaving for a
two-week Florida vacation). I'm called by
many frustrated reporters who want to cover
an LP candidate or event but cannot track
down anyone to talk with. When you are
interviewed, be friendly, but always assume
EVERYTHING you say will show up in print --
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from your off-hand "Clinton is a 1lying,
criminal jerk who ought to be impeached,"
to your fumbling "Uhhh....well gee, I
don't know." Think about what you'll say
before the interview; and during the
interview, think before you speak.

Once the story is broadcast or in the
paper, strengthen your friendly relation-
ship by calling the reporter to thank him
or her for the coverage. Even if you think
she did a hatchet job on you, never com-
plain about the story. It is reasonable to
mention and correct factual errors (e.g.
you're a UM grad and she wrote you went to
MSU), but it not reasonable to argue
"errors" of interpretation (e.g. you gave
her the Libertarian position on drug re-
legalization and she wrote "Mr. Smith has
the extreme view that all drugs, even
heroin, should be available to everyone,
even children.") Complaining is critici-
zing, and being human, reporters don't like
people who criticize their work. Remember,
you want her to cover your next event,
right? No matter how upset you are, do not
be belligerent. Instead, thank her, say
something like, "I hope to have the oppor-
tunity in the future to tell you why Liber-
tarians don't want 8 year-olds shooting
up," then hang up and resolve to do better
in the next interview.

Of course, there is much more to know. For

better or worse, "learning by doing" is

the best instructional method and mistakes

are inevitable. But as our party grows and

demand for information about us increases,

our interactions with the media will boom.

We should all try to master media relations
so we can supply the positive public image

our party deserves.

00PS!

The November-December issue of this other-
wise faultless publication did contain a
couple of errors. The Annual Convention
will be held in Traverse City, not Grand
Rapids. And the Ebeling speech was on
November 20, not February.
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Father of the Revolution

Samuel Adams

1722-1803

special guest speaker:

THE THIRD ANNUAL

SAM ADAMS DINNER

to benefit the Libertarian Party of Washtenaw County

Saturday, March 8, 1997

at The Heidelberg

215 N. Main Street, Ann Arbor

6 p.m. Social Hour
7 p.m. Buffet Dinner
8 p.m. Program

JACOB HORNBERGER

President & Founder,

Future of Freedom Foundation

$ 35 per person by March 1

$ 40 per person by March 7
$ 50 per person at the door

Colonial costumes encouraged

Questions? Leslie Boehmer 313-944-8101

JACOB HORNBERGER

If you saw Mr. Homberger's stirring keynote
address at last July's national Libertarian
Party convention in Washington, D.C., you
can understand our pride in presenting such
an outstanding speaker at this year's Sam
Adams Dinner. Mr. Hornberger is a dynamic
speaker whose presentations at libertarian
events around the world have been
enthusiastically received. He is the coeditor
of two books, The Dangers of Socialized
IMedicine and The Case for Free Trade and
Open Immigration. Bom and raised in
Texas, he received his BA in economics from
the University of Texas. He was a trial
attorney for 12 years and was an adjunct
professor of law and economics at the
University of Dallas. From 1987 to 1989, he
was director of programs for The Foundation
for Economic Education, Irvington-on-
Hudson, NY. He has twice served on the
Libertarian Party Platform Committee. Mr.
Hornberger's speech will be, "Libertarianism:

the Hope for America."

Please consent to join us!

detach and return by March 1

Yes. please make my reservation for the March 8, 1997 Sam Adams Dinner.

Name(s)

Address

Phone

E-mail

Number attending

@ $35 (by 3/1) or $40 (by 3/7)

Total enclosed $

Make checks payable to: Libertarian Party of Washtenaw County

Mail to: Leslie Boehmer, 9610 York Woods Drive, Saline MI 48176-9032




Libertatian P arty Membershlp Application JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 1997

Q $35 Yes, I want to join the LP on all 3 levels - National, Michigan and County

a $10 I already belong to the state and national party, now I want to join the County chapter
a $25 I've already joined my local chapter, now I'd like to join the Michigan and National 1P

a $15 I need more information, please continue to send the Mzhigan 1 ibertarian newsletter for one year

$ Additional contribution to the Libertarian Party of Michigan

O I want to join the monthly pledge program, please send me the registration material

Note: All state and national memberships include a subscription to the national Izbertarian Party News and the Michigan 1 ibertarian.
Local memberships may include a local newsletter.

GOVERNMENT MANDATED NOTICES: The United States Postal Service requires that we notfy you that the cost of newsletter subsenptions (25 Natonal, $15 Michigan) are
included in your membership dues. The Internal Revenue Service requires that we [Jrint”contribuuons are not tax-deductible”.

SEND TO: Libertarian Party of Michigan, 11700 Merriman Rd., Livonia MI 48150
L Check or Money Order Enclosed, made payable to: The Libertarian Party of Michigan
O Bil My Visa or Master Card Account #: 7

Charge Card Signature:

Please Print!

Name:

Address: County: s :
City: State: Zip: E-Mail:

Telephone: Day (. ) Evening ( ) Fax ( )

Applicants for membership must indicate concurrence with the following statement by signing below:

“T hereby certify that I do not believe in or advocate the initiation of force as a means of achieving political or social goals.”
This statement does not preclude self-defense or resistance to tyranny.

Signature: Date:

,  Michigan Libertarian
1 11700 MERRIMAN RD
LIVONIA MI 48150

FORWARD &
ADDRESS CORRECTION I||||”u]1ru”n||||I||l||||”|||”|||||||mr”nlu'ul:lu'

022555 BX Exp. 12/5/97
William J. Shotey

22335 FRANCIS ST
DEARBORN MI 48124-2709



